Ovarian cancer presenting as leukocytoclastic vasculitis.
We describe a 53-year-old woman with a 4-month history of palpable purpuric papules on the upper and lower extremities. Biopsy of the skin lesions revealed leukocytoclastic vasculitis. Although she denied any systemic symptoms, urinalysis demonstrated hematuria and proteinuria. Although the patient's skin lesions responded to prednisone, her urinalysis did not improve. A 10-cm complex mass involving the left ovary and adnexa was incidentally discovered on renal ultrasound. Serum CA-125, an ovarian cancer marker, was elevated. Laparotomy revealed ovarian carcinoma confined to the left ovary. After the cancer was resected, the patient's urinalysis slowly improved. Leukocytoclastic vasculitis (LCV) is infrequently associated with underlying malignancy and only rarely with solid tumors. We postulate that the patient's vasculitis represented a paraneoplastic phenomenon that allowed a diagnosis of asymptomatic ovarian carcinoma. To our knowledge, this is the first report of LCV occurring as the presenting sign of ovarian cancer.